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A dreary place would be this earth
Were there no little people in it;
The song of life would lose its mirth,
Were there no children to begin it.
No little forms, like buds to grow,
And make the admiring heart surrender;
No little hands on breast and brow,
To keep the thrilling love-chords tender.
The sterner soul would grow more stern,
Unfeeling nature more inhuman,
And man to stoic coldness turn,
And woman would be less than woman.
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Life's song, indeed, would lose its charm,
Were there no babies to begin it;
A doleful place this world would be,
Were there no little people in it.
—John Greenleaf Whittier.
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E V A N G E L I C A L

Brethren Rededicate
Antrim
Adam

VISITOR

Church

Byers

auditorium was held on July 18, and the
following day remodeling began. During
the remainder of the summer, the services
were held in the basement, and when
autumn arrived, Brother and Sister Norman
Meyers offered their home for services.
During this time of remodeling, the
pulpit was placed at the north end of the
church, rather than on one side as formerly; the interior was redecorated; the floor
was sanded; the main entrance was placed
at the south end and the new pews were
The new south entrance of t h e remodeled. installed. As folk began to recognize the
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church, near Green- beauty of the remodeled interior, several
castle, Fa., as seen from the main road.
families were led to donate additional imUNDAY, November 2 1 , 1948, marked the provements. Among these, new window
day for the dedication of the remodeled shades were given; a tile floor was laid in
Antrim Church, near Greencastle, Penn- the ante-room; the carpet at the front of
sylvania. This was nearly sixty-five years the church was refurnished and new lights
since the first service was held in January were installed.
1884. Work was first started late in the
Though not all the planned exterior imyear 1882 and a little more than a year provements were completed, the work had
later the first service was held. In the progressed sufficiently by the middle of
years since General Conference has twice November to again hold services in the
come to Antrim, first in 1896 and again in church. We are glad to again meet in the
1919.
church for services, and we pray that God
Impressive dedication ceremonies began may use this dedicated building to His
at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon of Novem- honor and glory.—Greencastle, Pa.
ber 2 1 , when Eld. Robert Gossard conRelief Notes
ducted the devotional service. Bishop J.
Lester Myers brought the dedicatory mesThe MCC Annual Meeting
sage, using for his scripture text John 4:23.
The Mennonite Central Committee conThe early history of the church was re- sists of representatives of each of the
hearsed by the pastor, Eld. John A. Byers, various Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
and Norman Meyers, chairman of the groups. Once each year this Committee of
representatives meets to review the activity
building committee, gave a report of the of the past year and plan for the continuaprogress of the remodeling program. The tion of the work.
"Happy Cousins" Quartette rendered sevThis year the MCC Annual Meeting was
eral messages in song and Sister Vera held on December 31 and January 1. On the
Rohrer gave a reading. Remarks were given previous day there were various sectional
and sub-committee meetings. The meeting
by visiting ministers, after which Bishop place was Chicago, since this seemed to be a
Laban Wingert formally dedicated the central location.
church.
The present Members of the Committee
are P. C. Hiebert, Hillsboro, Kans.; Henry
Many former residents of the communi- A. Past, North Newton, Kans ; Orie 0 . Milty and attendants of the early Sunday ler, Akron, Pa.; Harold S. Bender, Goshen,
Schools held in the church returned for Indiana; C. F . Klassen, Winnipeg, Man.; J.
Thiessen, Saskatoon, Sask.; H. E. Bertthe dedication service. These remarked J.
sche, Archbold, Ohio; David V. Wiebe, Reedabout the simple but impressive beauty of ley, Calif.; Henry F. Garber, Mt. Joy, Pa.;
the church in its new form.
Kenneth Geiger, Goshen, Indiana; Sam J.
The earliest contributions to the Antrim Schmidt, Marion, S. D.; S. C. Yoder, Goshen,
Indiana; C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Grantham, Pa.;
Improvement Fund were made years ago F. H. Wenger, Moundridge, Kans.; Elmer G.
by the heirs of Sisters Liza and Fannie Swartzendruber, Wellman, Iowa; H. E.
Brechbill, who bequeathed one thousand Nunemaker, Goshen, Indiana; I. W. Baudollars to start a fund. To this was added man, Bluffton, Ohio; Eli J. Bontrager, Shipshewana, Ind.; J. G. Toews, Steinbach, Man.;
a bequest of five hundred dollars made by Jesse
B Martin, Waterloo, Ont.; P. G. Lehthe. late Sister Mary Branhover. As time man, Kitchener, Ont.; and J. A. Ringenberg
passed further gifts and offerings were re- (associate member), Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
ceived, and new seats were decided upon as A Summary of Mennonite Refugee Resettlethe first improvement. Then in 1948 it ment
When the World War II refugee migrawas decided to go ahead with ordering the
seats, and along with their installation to tion efforts are completed, 1948 may stand
as the peak year in the number of Mennremodel the church. The last service in the onite refugees moved to. new homelands.
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During the year 3681 persons were assisted
in going to Canada, 2445 to Paraguay, 751
to* Uruguay, and 4 to the United States,
making a total of 6881. It is interesting to
note that more entered Canada than any of
the other countries. On the other hand, only
four could enter the United States. These
totals do not represent a complete picture
of the woi'k accomplished, for they do not
convey the relief and thankfulness which each
of these persons felt in finding an opportunity to resume a peaceful existence. The task
is not completed; and as the new year is
entered, there are many challenges in the
refugee migration and resettlement program.
Our best estimate of the Russian Mennonites still remaining in Europe is 4000, of
which number 1500 have substantial reason
to hope that they may join relatives or
friends in Canada. The other 2500 non-relatives hope to enter Canada or the United
States. In addition to the 4,000 Russian
Mennonites, there is a similar number of
Danzig Mennonites who may also seek MCC
assistance in migrating to South America.
More Farm Equipment Needed for Paraguay and Uruguay
The response to last year's tools-for-Paraguay program was good, but there are certain items that are still needed. The smaller
items of equipment and tools and utensils
are rather well supplied through last year's
program and through purchases which the
later groups of refugees were able to make
just before their leaving from Europe. However, there is a scarcity of larger farm
equipment, and it is extremely difficult to
purchase these items in South America, both
because of scarcity and high prices. Our
Paraguay brethren who visited the United
States and Canada a few months ago commented on the great use to which they could
put a large number of abandoned horsedrawn farm implements which are in most
of our Mennonite farm communities. We
therefore are encouraging the churches to
contribute such items.
Those items which are needed are as follows: disc harrows, walking plows, one or
two-bottom riding plows, single row planters, single row cultivators, two-horse riding cultivators, stump pullers, g r o u n d
scrapers, blacksmith tools, treadle sewing
machines, and strap or rod iron.
The implements contributed should be in
good condition. More detailed information
will be sent to each congregation regarding
packing and shipping instructions.
Observations in Poland
Commenting on the question as to whether
there still are relief needs in Europe, David
Schwartzentruber of the Poland Unit writes:
"This is no question in the minds of us who
have the opportunity to visit some of the
homes of the war torn areas of Europe. I
was in a home this week where the parents
and nine children lived in one small room.
The children could not all go to school because some did not have sufficient clothes to
go outside the house. The ages ranged from
four to seventeen. They had three single
beds. Eight of the children sleep in two of
these and the parents in one. The ninth
child either sleeps on the floor or with the
neighbors. The father has no steady job.
His pay is insufficient to properly feed them.
We saw them eagerly devouring their supper while we were there. This consisted of
boiled potatoes. The children did not all
have plates, so some had to eat their potatoes out of some of our tin food cans, but
they seemed quite happy as long as the
potatoes lasted.
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The Crises of Life
CERTAIN writer has written, "our life is
built up of acts, everyone of them important. They, made by our character, react on our character and make it. And in
the sense that it contributes to an enduring
result in character, no act is little. But
there are things specially solemn in our
life, when the roads which invite us diverge
at a large angle, and are such that each
step we take on the one makes return to the
other more difficult."

A

The late Bishop J. N. Engle, an outstanding moderator of our General Conferences
in days gone by, one time said in my hearing: "The two most important steps in a
person's life are (1) choosing God as a
companion and (2) choosing an earthly
companion in matrimony. The second cannot be done successfully unless the first
one has been done." How often young
p*eople are faced with the crisis of having
their own way instead of allowing God to
have His way in their lives and allowing
Him to direct them in the important step
of life viz. that of choosing their companion according to His will.

19

The Book of Books

Forgiveness
OME years ago a band of brigands attacked the homestead of a Manchurian
farmer named Tung. They tied him up,
burned his home, and carried off his property. Tung, who was an humble Chinese
Christian, did not inform the authorities.
He bore his loss, restored his home, and
went on with his work. About two years
afterward he met in the city one of the
robber band, who, seeing that he was recognized, begged for mercy. Tung said, "I
do not bear any grudge against you. Tell me
about yourself." The man, hardly believing his ears, told the story of his troubles.
His feet were frost-bitten, he owed money
at the inn, but had none left and he was in
need of food. "Well," Tung said, "go
back and get some food," and he gave him
some money, adding, "Go back and pay
your account if you can, I will call for you
tomorrow and take you to the hospital."
The man, who feared that behind his generosity there must be some plot to capture
him, would fain have run away in the
night, but found it impossible his'feet were
so bad. Next day Tung came for him in
his own cart and took him to the hospital,
saying.to himself, "Perhaps he will learn
of Jesus as I did, and will come out a different man." And he did.—Missionary Review of the World.

(3)

T is probable that we shall never know
with certainty who was first to bring the
Bible to this continent. But that doesn't
matter. That it was important in the founding of our colonies is demonstrated by the
fact that the picture of the Puritan Elder
striding off to the meeting house with the
huge Bible under his arm has become the
symbol of religious life in America. Because most of the American colonies were

I

Life has many problems. Places where
decisions must be made. Some of them are
great and some of them are small. Some
years ago a bishop of the church felt that
the people were against him. I tried to encourage him and his reply to me, while
acknowledging his defeat was a challenge
to me. He said: "I cannot take it. Can you
take i t ? " Thus as I come up against things
which I may consider difficult I ask myself
the question can I take it?

founded by Protestants from England and
other European countries, the Bible was the
book of the common man, just as it was
the major textbook of the preacher and the
teacher.
The Bible came into every colony and
every settlement in the language of the people who made up the community. These
colonists carried little baggage but the
Book was part of the limited equipment of
most of the early immigrants. Their homes
contained very meager libraries, but nearly every home had its well-worn and much
used Bible. As it was the source and foundation of their religion, so it also became
the basis of the law of the land.
Though a portion of the Bible, John
Eliot's famous "Bay Psalm Book," was
published in English in 1640, there is much
historic interest in the fact that the first
complete Bible printed in the colonies was
in the language of the Massachusetts Indians. Translated by this "Apostle to the
Indians," it was printed in 1663 by Samuel
Green and Marmaduke Johnson in Cambridge. This was of extraordinary significance, because it involved not only the
translation of The Book into a new and difficult language, but also the creation of a
written language for these people. It also
marked the first major Protestant missionary endeavor among the Indians in America. It is worthy of special mention that
within thirty years there were twenty-four
congregations organized by untiring efforts
of this faithful servant of God. There were
more than twenty native preachers from
various tribes, trained under his direction.
His labors throughout that period resulted
in the conversion of 11,000 Indians,—
"praying Indians." One young man with
red skin received the Bachelor of Arts degree at Harvard College in 1665. Today,
however, there is no one living who can
read the language of Eliot's Indian Bible.

In the vicissitudes of one's existence
there are various experiences which confront us. Some are minor while others demand the best in us. Some of them are
real crises to us. God expects the best in
us regardless of what may come across our
pathway. Just the other day a person said
to me, "Rev. Climenhaga we are going to
miss you and your wife but we believe that
our loss is some other people's gain." We
Of the fourteen copies of this Bible
sincerely hope so. But I like that attitude.
Instead of rebelling against changes let us known to be in existence, there are several
believe they are for the best. They may not in England. Of those in America, one is
be our choosing, but in all things it is well in the Library of Congress, one in the
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, one
to remember that God's ways are best.
in the Harvard Library, one in the NewWhen the children of Israel came to Jor- berry Library. Chicago, two each in the
dan they were told to sanctify themselves New York Public Library and the Henry
because they had not passed that way here- E. Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif.
tofore. It was a crisis in their history. They
Eighty years elapsed after the printing
met it God's way. I have been told that of Eliot's Indian Bible before the first Biwhen Washington was at Valley Forge he ble printed in a European language came
met the issues before him by going to a off the press in the colonies. This was in
tree and praying to Almighty God for German and was known as "The Saur Biguidance. It has been said that Abraham ble," because it was printed by Christopher
Lincoln recognized the need of Divine wis- Saur at Philadelphia in 1743. Its purpose,
dom in meeting the problems of his day.
according to the preface, was, "because so
And so you and I can only come out many poor Germans come to this country
right when we meet each crisis trusting who do not bring their Bibles with them."
Him who said, " I will never leave thee nor This was considered a serious ommission
from the lives of these immigrants.
forsake thee."—/. A. C.
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The Book of Books was the guiding star
of our forefathers, the founders of our nation. It is the only safe chart to follow in
planning a life today. A professor said to
Edwin Raymond
Anderson
a lad on graduation day, "Now, my boy,
N A certain sense one trembles when cer- up with in the text, but there may be plenty
understand that you are going to launch
tain pious-appearing professors raise of entanglement with the heart facing such
your craft on a dangerous ocean." "Yes, I
know it," said the boy, and taking a Bible objections to certain matters concerning the a text! Yet the simplicity of the text is the
out of his pocket and holding it up, he "thorn" of personal responsibility in Chris- charming feature as well as the searching
added, "but you see, I have a safe compass tian living with smooth, injured tones, responsibility. It opens a fountain of blessto steer by." We are sailing a dangerous "But my dear brother, we are not under ing for each of His people. None of His
ocean. Our pathway is beset by many the law but under grace." I would be a own need stumble nor to miss out. None
vicious adversaries. This Book made pray- "dear brother," but yet tremble inwardly need go "bless-less" when so much is proming saints out of uncultured savages. We for such spiritual looseness. Here is a seek- ised and provided.
can be safe in sailing life's sea only as we ing for license and supposed liberty, thus
"A blessing, I F — . " Surely the main
allow its precepts to permeate our person to make a shambles of true grace. But in- business is obedience, subjection to the
and personality. It is just as valuable and deed, there are divine principles which authority of the Lord your God, through
much needed today as it was in any day in burn through the texture of the Word, and the Word as directed by the Holy Spirit.
the history of our nation.
there are personal pointings which carry It is the man or woman in Christ who will
clear through from the Old Testament to determine at, and above all cost, to be
The wisdom of Solomon instructs us conobedient, who will secure the richest blesscerning its protective care: "When thou the New, without break or alteration. There ings of a rich Lord. Obedience opens the
are
lessons
for
profit
which
the
heart
dare
goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest
Divine Treasury! Of course, "obedience"
it shall keep thee: and when thou awakest, not neglect. The holiness of God and the may have become a dead-letter word to cerit shall talk with thee. For the command- corresponding necessity of a holy walk be- tain sectors of "advanced fundamentalism,"
ment is a lamp; and the law is light; and fore His Presence—that is law—and that but then, "blessing" also becomes a dead
reproofs of instruction are the way of is grace also. The one is as much as the letter as far as grace in experience is conother.
life."
cerned.
Such a verse as this for example, "A
—Upland, California.
But there is a blessing fresh and precious
blessing if ye obey the commandments of
the Lord your God which I command you from the Calvary riven hand of the Lord.
this day" (Deut. 11:27), simply cannot be And that is the best portion for the saints.
cubbyholed into the law, or be shoved on- It is rich and satisfying, and draws the
The Sufficing Bible
to an Israel of the gone past. Grace would closer to His precious bleeding s'.de. It
pick it up and exemplify it. The full-orbed lends reality to our communion and enAmos R. Wells
revelation of God simply magnifies such a riches our fellowship. And how good that
truth, and places the greater emphasis upon it is based upon the simple essential of
When I am tired, the Bible is my bed;
the fundamental groundwork. Deuterono- obedience, so that the riches of heavenly
my 11:27 thus stands for every pilgrim, blessing may be realized in measure "more
Or in the dark, the Bible is my light.
for every setting and for every condition. abundant" to each of the saints. It is not
When I am hungry, it is vital bnead;
"A blessing if ye obey the commandments the matter of talent nor the CfuesJon of
Or fearful, it is armor for the fight.
of the Lord your God." The transition ability, nor the problem of education. It
When I am sick, 'tis healing medicine;
If lonely, thronging friends I find there- from law to grace, leads but to higher ia j.ot the determinatiov of oositiori. T'or the
privilege and deeper responsibility. The measure of circumstance. It is rather. God's
"if" of the text has not been erased, for School with His own les°ons. and His Spirgrace does not erase, but only writes the it as the Prompter and Mentor.
If I would work, the Bible is my tool;
Notice how this obedience to the Lord,
deeper tracing. As ever, there is the funOr play, it is a harp of happy sound.
damental groundwork; as ever there is an, leads to fuller and deeper things, oftenIf I am ignorant, it is my school;
times to "gracious surprises along the
"if" . . . "A blessing I F — "
If I am sinking, it is solid ground.
way." For if you will note the text again,
If I am cold, tlie Bible is my fire;
Now here surely is a simply text. Perit will be seen that personal obedience
And it is wings, if boldly I aspire.
haps that is the main difficulty for many of leads to—"a blessing." It does not state
the saints! You cannot hide this word be- what kind of a blessing, how much, what
Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide;
hind theological interpretation, nor retreat
Or naked, it is raiment rich and warm. by saying "it is a matter of the original extent, what portion; it simply says, "a
blessing." Well, that is His dear secret in
Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide;
Hebrew." There is nothing to get tangled love for His own. There are different blessOr tempest-tossed, a shelter from the
ings for different saints, and each fit "just
storm.
like a glove." And so that is just like the
Would I adventure, 'tis a gallant sea;
For
His
Glory
Lord Himself, and we come to sing, "Lord,
Or would I rest, it is a flowery lea.
'tis far more than I had e'er dreamed
"That we should be to the praise of His of!" . . .
Does gloom oppress, the Bible is a sun:
glory, who first trusted in Christ." Eph.
In Deuteronomy — in this late year of
Or ugliness, it is a garden fair.
1:12.
grace—and all this intervening space of
Am I athirst, how cool its currents run!
Christians should be clean windows for time; of law and of grace—here is the same
Or stifled, what a vivifying air!
the
glory of God to shine through. Make pathway marked out by the same Lord. "A
Since thus thou givest of thyself to me,
How should I give myself, Great Book His glory your highest aim, His service blessing, I F — " And surely our whole state
your chief delight, His coming your bright- of heart is told out herein, either to comto thee?
est prospect, and covet supremely His glad mendation or to condemnation. Let's take
the measure and see whether we be barren
Thy Word is very pure, therefore Thy serv- "Well done," at the close of life's day.
or blessed—and why!—Hartford, Conn.
-.—Selected.
ttnd loveth it,

"Boundaried Blessing

I
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Living Superficially
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Won By The Book

A colporteur went thirty miles to sell
his books at an Indian festival, swimming
a river in flood and narrowly escaped with
his life. All the sale was one solitary GosBishop Jesse F. Lady
pel ! He carried home the rest of his stock,
and a heavy heart with his heavy bag. But
HERE never was a young man who didn't pull ourselves out of the glib, superficial next year when he came again, a man aclife.
have some trouble now and then in
costed him: "Last year you sold me a Gosmaking up his mind. It is an uncomfortCarlyle said, when accounting for the pel." A living man, a sinning man, had
able experience. It is not only uncomfort- comparative failure of Robert burns, "He been brought into contact with the Word
able, it is weakening; and if you keep it was nothing wholly, pleasure in one form and Spirit of God! That is something
up long enough, it runs into paralysis; or another was his only aim." Here was worth while. But there is more. "My
and the more you can't decide, the more possibly one of the greatest lyric geniuses brother and I have been reading it." Once
you can't do anything else. No one can of his time and his nation, who might have more Andrew had found Peter, and both
march strong while he is on the fence. It remade the course of English literature. He of them went home with the man, thirty
renders a man almost useless.
left behind a few poems, but a greater mass miles away, where he found not only two
of wonder and regret because he lived the brothers, but three or four families ready
In the parable of the Sower, the second
superficial life. Sufficient has been said o to accept Christianity. Soon afterwards,
kind of soil represents that type of life.
show the undesirableness and futility of sixteen persons were baptized in that vil"And other fell on the rocky ground, where
this superficial life. Let us turn to the lage. The Bible colporteur may well learn
it had not much earth; and straightway it
question, how shall a man get rid of this to "trust God with his failures."
sprang up, because it had no depth of
"double-minded, would-be, nothing-wholly"
earth:" It is not the unreceptive, the hard,
—Author Unknown.
type of life.
wayside soil, but it is the impulsively reFirst, by tieing your loyalties to one
ceptive soil. It is not too hard, or too soft,
it is too thin and superficial. The super- man, Jesus Christ. It is said that life deThe other day while reading, I came
ficial soil has no depth of earth, the seed pends about 9 0 % on getting your life orhas a feverish growth, but the sprout quick- ganized, so that you can go. The same rule across this statement, "If you are going to
ly withers away. This kind of soil'receives applies in every art. In a picture, a build- cut out conflicting aims in life, you've got
quickly and as quickly lets go. Jesus, in ing, a poem, the first rule i s : nothing to do it by getting hold of some purpose
his interpretation, said this referred to a there that does not belong. Life is the that is big enough, and that you are sufperson who received the word with tem- greatest of all arts; thus, the first test of ficiently in love with, to make it easy to let
porary gladness, but as it had no stability, life is, "is there anything there that does go of the rest." This idea expresses the
as soon as persecution and difficulties arose, not harmonize and contribute to unity? concluding thought of how to get rid of the
they gave up their profession and their joy We must recognize that some ideals and superficial life.
ambitions just will not go with others; we
died.
It is this: become vitally interested in a
must let go of some in order to hold to the
This type of a life is further characternoble
and unselfish cause. It may not be
others. Like Moses of old; he had to make
ized by wild enthusiasm, controlled by
a great renunciation before he could make anything necessarily startling, or even a
emotions and sentiments—no depth of ponhis great acceptance. The religion of the popular cause, but let it be an interest bedering, no trembling of reverence. Notice
Lord Jesus Christ is and always has been yond momentary satisfaction or anything
what the various writers say about this
the greatest unifier of human personality. for the sake of your own pleasure or profit
superficial life. The practical writer, St.
Christianity is Christ. Christ is Christian- merely, and something that will contribute
James, describes him as a "double-minded
ity. Christ is the way, the truth, and the to the good of the whole. Dr. Carl S. Patman, unstable in all his ways," who is like
life. Without this way, there is no going; ton has well stated this truth when he said,
the wave of the sea, driven with the wind
without this truth, there is no knowing; "About the biggest and most difficult ambiand tossed. It reminds one of the little
tion a man can have is the ambition to be
without this life, there is no living.
bird in the cage, jumping from one perch
an absolutely good man, to fill a worthy
to another just because it cannot sit still.
I push this question one step further, of place in life, and to do his duty every day."
Yes, there is plenty of activity in the world how to get rid of the superficial life. A I want to say this ambition is within the
and in the Church, but with too little par- sincere and prayerful study of God's word reach of everyone. If your loyalty to Christ
ticular leading in any direction. St. Luke with a faithfulness of walking in its pre- masters you, if your study of God's Word
depicts this man as the would-be disciple of cepts, is bound to enrich the loam and goes deep enough, if you have one great
Christ, who said, " I will follow t h e e deepen the soil of your life. The test of controlling purpose and passion of life diwhithersoever thou goest." Jesus quickly our loyalty to Christ is whether or not we recting you in a noble and unselfish cause,
quenched the sudden thin enthusiasm by obey His commandments and delight to do then you will be rid once and for all of the
saying, "Foxes have holes, birds of the His will. "If ye love me keep my com- superficial life.
heavens have nests: but the Son of man mandments," said Jesus. The heart of the
How strongly and serenely Newman
hath no where to lay his head."
Bible is the life of Jesus. To love Christ is
writes of this:
In this would-be disciple, there was no to love His Book. The nation or the indicalmness of thinking, no insight, no count- vidual is truly blest when governed by the "Prune thou thy words, the thoughts control
That o'er thee swell and throng;
ing the cost in that wild word "whitherso- laws of this blessed Book. It contains the
They will condense within thy soul
ever." The master of our lives will not ac- choicest matter, gives the best instruction,
And true to purpose strong,
cept out shallow loyalties. How little we and affords the greatest pleasures and satBut he who lets his feelings run
isfaction
that
can
be
revealed."
So
then,
realize that discipleship means a revolutionIn soft luxuries flow,
Faints when hard service must be done,
ary change of life, a stern battle against let us read it to be wise, study it to be
And shrinks at every blow."
odds, and a renouncing of the vain and educated, and live it to overcome the superficial
life.
trifling things of this world, if we would
—Beulah College.
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ing" doesn't mean "nothing." With the
refugees here in Kiel "nothing" means just
that.

Relief Notes from Germany
Norman A.
REETINGS to all Visitor friends from
G
northern Germany where the sun
rieses at nine o'clock and goes down at
four, and where when the sun does shine
through the fog, it shines with slanting
rays so that it always seems like evening
time.
You might like to know what happens
in one day here in Kiel, Germany. Well,
here are the events of the day:
When I went to the office this morning, I
called up Pastor Plath who is the head of
the Arbeitsgemeinsclxaft, a combination of
local relief organizations, through which
much of our food is distributed. We went
together this morning to ten different bread
distribution points. At each place the big
truck from the bakers distributed between
100 and 300 loaves of bread. At these
points the old people who have received
MCC cards come for their bread weekly.
This week is the first for this winter. Tomorrow I will go again and visit 10 or 12
more "stelle" or distribution points in a
different part of the city. Then on Friday
again in still another section of the city.
Thus four days out of every week approximately 1700 to 1800 loaves of bread are
baked and distributed each day — 8,000
every week. These are 625 gram loaves and
are beautifully baked by our baker. Can
you imagine how I felt as we pressed
through the long ques at the various distribution points and heard many a "danke"
and such expressions as "Ich danke dich so
sehr herzlich," or "wie wunderbar schon!"
These people are all 60 years and older,
and are only the neediest. 8,000 is not half
all the old people in Kiel who come in that
age bracket. You in America simply cannot know what one loaf of white bread
means to these people. Crippled and tottery
people come long distances and stand in
line for hours to get their allotted loaf of
bread. At one of the places today some
70-yr. olds came who had no tickets and
had to be turned away. There will be
three days more this week and the 8,000
will have received their first loaf, and successive weeks will be repetition of this
week.
At four o'clock I usually go observing
homes and institutions. Today I visited a
Madchenheim, a home for girls. Here over
110 girls and women from 15 to 50 are being cared for. Although there are a few
criminals picked up by the police, the
greatest number of them are war casualties,
folk without family connection. Most of
them are refugees from Eastern Europe.
For instance, there is the mother who lost
five sons in the war. Then there is the girl
who was so emaciated that she fell in the
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Wingert
street not far from MCC's former house in
Kiel and was found next morning still unconscious by the police. The lady who
showed us around is a cultured Ph.D., who
lost everything, including her husband, and
had to flee to the west. We are going to
send out to this home meat and fats and
flour.

It was almost seven o'clock when I got
back to my office. I wanted to go straight
to my meal, but I knew "Herby," our
mechanic, was looking for some food today, and I did not want to disappoint him.
So I pulled a "care" package out of our
storeroom and took it to him and his new
wife. They have two small rooms, and
practially everything of the few thinga
they have—table, cot, chairs, etc., is borrowed except a little that was given by
MCC. One day I gave Herby a can of
chicken and a glass—one quart jar of green
beans. The next evening I went to see him
about the car, and they were eating supper. They were eating green beans. They
were eating green beans! I saw nothing
else.
Words are so feeble to convey realities.
We in America don't know what it means
to have nothing. We often remark in
America, "We have nothing," but "noth-

On last Friday I paid my first visit to
a regular D.P. camp. I tell you again,
words fail me. If 625 people crowded anywhere from five to twelve people in a room
means anything, you can understand a little what I mean. I saw an old lady on a
pile of straw with a dirty "schmutzig"
blanket over her. This poor old soul was
88 years old. She was not sick, but was in
"bed" to keep warm. She wanted to go
back "home" in Pommen. Poor soul, she
doesn't know she can never go back of the
iron curtain again. These people were industrious home-loving, and home-owning
people, many of them highly educated. The
Russians drove them out of their house
killing and starving many of them. They
also took their clothing, their purses, and
those who escaped with their bare lives
were lucky. If anyone thinks I'm exaggerating, I challenge him to come and see
for himself.
Last night I called on the Neufeldt family here in Kiel. This is a family of three
small boys and a girl. Mr. Neufeldt is regarded as the leader of the Mennonites in
Kiel. There are around 300 here, practically all of them refugees from Poland
and Russia. He is a building contractor in
the free city of Danzig, owned a fine home.
(Continued on page

fifteen)

Our Fathers Led the Way
W. O. Winger
The early fathers who settled this grand
and rich country took their Christianity
seriously. They not only trusted God to
give them the Christian liberty they so
much desired, but they sought to live out
practical Christianity in a consistent way
before their Indian neighbors. We believe
that after their first sustaining harvest the
faithful ones were led to ask, "What shall
I render unto the Lord for all His benefits
toward m e ? " They did not stop here, but
followed up with the next verse (the
thirteenth) of Psalms 116, "I will take the
cup of salvation, and call upon the name
of the Lord." And applying this Psalm yet
further to their situation, they went on to
the fourteenth verse, "I will pay my vows
unto the Lord now in the presence of all
His people."
Among the most faithful in paying their
vows were the church fathers, evangelists
and missionaries who carried the Gospel
to the American Indians. One whose life
shines the brightest of these was David
Brainard. With a vision of his great missionary predecessor, the Apostle Paul, he
showed that he was debter and spent hours

in prayer, and to the limit of his strength
in traveling on horseback and on foot, putting up with poor food and bad accommodations, he wore out for his God. He
left us a worthy example of sincere Christianity that we can ill afford to lose.
But, alas, we cannot stand prosperity.
We feel the need of nothing. We consume
the spoils of war upon ourselves. What
would William Penn say about our dealings with the Indians today? Increased in
goods "from the harvests of the land we
took justly and unjustly from the original
owners, we are bringing little of the Gospel
not only to the people for whom Brainard
prayed but as well to the world's teeming
millions everywhere.
Let us join the glad company of those
whose feet are made beautiful by preaching the Gospel of Peace and Glad Tidings.
Educating and caring for the underprivileged, we shall ride upon the high places
of the earth. (Isaiah 58:14). And we shall
go forth under the blessing, "Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world."
(Matthew 28:20).—Grantham, Pa.
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The Wanezi Bible School
Anna R. Engle
"The entrance of Thy
light." Psalm 119:130.

words

giveth

N July 6, 1898, the light of God's Word
began shining in the Matopo Hills,
Southern Rhodesia—shining forth from the
simple lives of four of His messengers who
arrived there that day.
On October 11 that same year, in a tent
under a large umkuna tree, a little school
was opened with only twelve pupils. Sister Frances Davidson in describing the occasion says:
"It was a momentous time. It was the beginning of a work the result of which human
eye could not foresee. . . . The special burden
of the prayer that morning was that, as
these dear souls learned to read the Word,
the Light might enter their hearts and they
yield themselves to God."

O

Fifty years have now passed. The Light
has entered many darkened hearts and
many have yielded themselves to God.
Some of these have already gone to be
with the Lord and some are faithfully following Him today. Others—we are sad to
say—wholly turned back again into darkness And died without Christ, or are still
living in sin. Some—far too many—are
following afar off, but we praise God for
those others who are earnest workers for
Him today among their own people. It is
such who challenge us missionaries

momentous time. Were the African missionary group asked to formulate the Bible
School objective in definite terms, we
should say:
(1)

(2)
(3)

That within each student the Holy
Spirit may reproduce the kind of
life set forth in the Bible.
That each man may feel God's call
to His work.
That each may know his Bible and
be a man of prayer unto effective
soul winning.

The four folk comprising that initial
opening were a Sindebele-speaking principal, Arthur Climenhaga; a Tonga-speaking t e a c h e r , Anna Engle; a Sindebelespeaking lay-preacher, Sandey Mavundhla;
and a Tonga-speaking evangelist, Samuel
Munacoonga. That also was God's doing.
The first week was a time of adjustments,
of getting acquainted, of beginnings. A coworker had written, "May the term truly be
a great one for you and those who attend."
A reply sent during that week said:

"I have faith that God will make it that—
He is present with us. My prayen is that
constantly He will be the moving Spirit
among us, our Guide and Lord in it. . . . On
Monday Brother Climenhaga had very carefully explained the work to the men, going
down through the daily schedule with them,
of the scheme of evangelistic work over
"to get down lower and lower at the feet too,
the week-ends. They wanted to k n o w
of Jesus and let Him fill us continually with whether
there would be exams. They want
all the fulness of His love and Spirit."
examinations! We told them of course there
From that insignificant b e g i n n i n g— would, and that upon the conclusion of the
twelve boys and girls sitting on the grass two-year course of study, there would be a
Commencement for them with certificates.
floor of a tent under a tree—have develop- . . . We also explained that we should be
ed the schools today, some of them large having alternating courses—it not mattepbrick buildings with a number of class- ing which year would be taken first—instead
rooms, in which' are taught about 10,000 of running two classes."
African youth. That first school, of neces- The principal, already carrying a full load
sity was taught entirely by foreign mission- in the pastoring and inspecting of the Outaries. Today African children are taught stations (thirty local congregations and
by African teachers trained by the mission- schools), the teaching load otherwise would
aries. Also today ordained ministers of the be too heavy for one teacher. And furtherAfrican Church assist the ordained men more, new students would have to wait the
sent out from the Home Church in pastor- two years before they could begin the
ing God's flock.
course.
This year, as Brother Climenhaga has
Monday of the second week Cita Moyo,
written, will ever mark another memorable at whose home there had been illness, and
date in Brethren in Christ history in Rho- Mtshazo Nkala entered. Thus we launched
desia, that of August 23, 1948. The Bible out into the first year's work of the Wanezi
School, conceived years before, was born Bible School with four enthusiastic stuon that day. That Monday morning God dents, older Christian men who love the
brought it forth—the praise and the honour Lord Jesus and His work. Each of the four
are wholly His. The entire mission staff of has already been used in God's work. One
the field were vitally interested and their has been a lay-preacher since 1929, one a
feeling might best be expressed in the pastor-teacher for seventeen years whose
words of the Psalmist:
wife—an earnest Christian who herself had
"This is the day which the Lord hath
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it."
We are assured that this simple beginning
of the Wanezi Bible School was also a

taught for a number of years—took charge
of the services while her husband was in
Bible school. Almost sounds like a modern
Priscilla and Aquila. The third is an

(?)

23

evangelist who as well had taught a short
time; and the fourth, another lay-preacher,
W/is the first prospective student, the first
arrival, a consistently zealous worker
throughout the term, who scored 619 points
out of a possible 645. The other three
scores were 549, 523 and 351.
From the outstart prayer was emphasized.
We felt that—in the Pastoral Training and
Evangelism course—instead of giving set
lessons on prayer and speaking of its importance, we would more adequately inculcate the truth of its utter necessity in the
Christian worker by praying.
Therefore,
morning by morning found teacher and students on their knees in an unhurried period
of earnest petition to God. It is of those
times we would now wish for recordings,
but a recording has been made in Heaven,
thank God! Repeatedly, a voice would
break and tears would drop. Petitions were
definite for the full scope of the work in
the Matopo District, Mondays; Mtshabezi,
Tuesdays; Macha, Wednesdays; Sikalongo,
Thursdays; Wanezi, Fridays—following in
the order of the establishing of the central
mission stations. One week that order was
interrupted and we concentrated on definite
prayer for revival in the African Church.
One morning while praying, one of the
men spoke of God's work here having
started at Matopo and spread out and out
until it reached Wanezi, but that now in
the Bible School the Lord has begun a work
here at Wanezi—the last station to be opened—which will diffuse through each district back again to Matopo. The entrance
of God's Word does give light. Will you at
home pray that the men who go out from
the Bible School may be enabled to unfold,
in a new way, the truths of the Book that
the light-giving Word may enter the hearts
and transform the lives of many?
The hours of instruction this first year
were from 8:00 to 12:00. Next year we
envisage a two-period day of five hours.
Men from our two fields of missionary
activity, Northern and Southern Rhodesia,
will mean that we shall have students from
two distinct language areas. That would
not present much of a problem, if the two
missionaries appointed to the Bible School
could devote full time to the work. But
alas, when the one had had a previous appointment of an already full-time task and
the other had been transplanted into Matabeleland from Tongaland, five hundred
miles distant, there was problem and real
"swatting" of language, too.
A letter to a fellow-missionary at the
time remarked:
"We wouldn't stand much inspection in
classroom work as yet, from the standpoint
of language. We are trilingual! . . . If wishing would do the trick for me, I should be
speaking fluent Sindebele tomorrow, but I
had tried to impress my Greek and Latin
students at Messiah College with the fact
(Continued on page fifteen)
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FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
Africa
General Superintendent: Bishop and Sr. H.
H. Brubaker, P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission, P.B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder & Sr. Elmer Eyer,
Elder & Sr. L. B. Sider, Sr. Elizabeth Engle,
Sr. Mary C. Kreider, Sr. Fanny Longenecker,
and Sr. Dorothy M. Martin.
Mtshabezi Mission, P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder & Sr. D.
B. Hall, Elder & Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Naomi Lady, Sr. Annie Winger, Sr. Martha
Kauffman, Sr. Anna Wolgemuth, Sr. Lulu
Asper and Sr. Beth L. Winger.
Wanezi Mission, Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. Albert Breneman,
Elder & Sr. Arthur Climenhaga, Sr. Anna R.
Engle and Sr. Florence Hensel.
Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. Bert Winger, Sr. Verna
Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt and Sr. Verda Moyer.
Sikalonga Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Rhoda Lenhert and Sr. Anna Graybill.

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick
and Sister Dick, Saharsa, O. & T. Ry., India.
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. & T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley; Sr.
Leora Toder, Sr. Shirley Bitner; Sr. Erma
Hare; Bishop and Sr. A. D. M. Dick.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. & T. Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. M. Effle Rohrer;
Sr. Beulah Arnold.
Barjora Mission: Barjora, P. O. Tribenigunj,
via Murligunj, A. B. Ry., District Bhagalpur,
India. Eld. and Sr. William Hoke: Sr. Emma
Rosenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., District Monghyr, India. Eld. and
Sr. George Paulus.
Missionaries on Furlough
Eld. & Mrs. Charles Eshelman, Messiah Bible College, Grantham, Pa.
Eld. and Mrs. Charles Engle, Jonestown, Pa.,
R. R. 1, c.o. Alfred Crider.
Sr. Anna M. Eyster, 637 Third Avenue, Upland, California.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey. 256 F. St.. Upland, Calif.
Eld. & Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey, R. R. 3.
Troy, Ohio.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Eld. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, 338 N. 6th
Ave., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Mary Brenaman, West Milton, Ohio, c.o.
H. W. Hoke.
Elder & Mrs. J. Paul George, R. 1, Troy,
Ohio, c.o. Harold Rohrer.
Sr. Edna E. Lehman, R. R. 3, York, Pa.,
c.o. O. D. Lehman.

HOME MISSIONS
City Missions

Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona,
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
N. T., Phone GRant 770S. Arthur and Wilma
Musser; Anna Henry; Anne Wyld.

Christian Fellowship Mission, 370 First St.
S. E.. Massillon. Ohio; Phone 4169. Eli H
and Lydia Hostetler; Doris Rohrer; Edith
Davidson.
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor Street, Dayton,
Ohio, William and Evelyn Engle, Mary
Brandt.
God's Love Mission, 1524 Third Ave., Detroit,
26, Michigan, Residence 3986 Humboldt
Detroit 8, Telephone, Tyler 5-1470, Harrv
Hock, Supt.; Catherine Hock; Mary Sentz;
Leora Kanode; Ruth Heisey.
Life Line Gospel Mission, 224 Sixth St., San
Francisco 3, Calif., Mission Home 311 Scott
St. Zone 17. Telephone, UNderhill 1-4820
Eli, Jr. and Leona Hostetler; Evelyn Frysinger; Erma Hoke.
Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, 1175 Bailey St.,
Harrisburg. Penna. Joel E. and Faithe Carlson: Anna Mary Royer: Anna E. Wolgemuth.
Mildred Winger. Phone 26488.
Orlando Mission, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Fla.
Telephone 4312, Charles and Myrtle Nye:
Docia Calhoun.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. Second Street,
Philadelphia, Penna. William and Anna
Rosenberry; Anita Brechbill; Alice Rom
berger.
Stowe Mission, Stowe, P a , Harold and Alice
Wolgemuth.
Welland Mission, 36 Elizabeth Street, E. Welland, Ont., Pearl Jones; Pauline Hess. Phone

Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna.
Hayden Walls, Pastor; Beulah Lehman,
Florence Faus.
Bloomfield, New Mexico, c.o. Blanco Trading
Post, Lynn and Elinor Nicholson; Rosa
Eyster.
Houghton Mission, R. R. 1, Tillsonburg, Ont.
Phone—Glenmeyer 22rl4. Thomas and Marjorie Whiteside, Myrtle and Ruth Steckley,
Luella Heise.
Frogmore—Alonzo Vannatter, pastor.
Houghton Center and Walslngham — T.
Whiteside, pastor.
Kentucky—Bishop Wilbur Snider, Supt., Address, Office of the Superintendent, Brethren
in Christ Work, Garlin, Ky.
Fairview (Ella, Ky.) Esther Ebersole; Esther Greenawalt.
Knifley (Knifley, Ky.) Irvin and Dorothy
Kanode; Mary Heisey, Nurse.
Garlin (Garlin, Ky.) Robert and Edna Wengerd, Ida Lou Hane; Elizabeth Hess,
Nurse.
North Star Mission, Meath Park Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill.
Carroll and Pulaski County, Allisonia, Virginia
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
RADIO BROADCASTS
C.K.P.C, Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
W.M.P.C., Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
12:15-1:15 P. M.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P. M.
K.O.C.S., Ontario, Calif. 1510 Kcs.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday
10:00 A. M.-10:15 A. M.
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday
7:30—8:00 A. M
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35—1:00 P. M.
W.N.A.R., Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30—3:00 P. M.
W.L.B.R., Lebanon, Pa.
1270 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday
12:35—1:00 P. M.
W.A.N.D., Canton Ohio
900 Kcs.
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Each Sunday
12:15-1:00 P. M.
W. P. F. B., Middletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Each Sunday 8:00 - 8:30 A. M.
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EVANGELISTIC SLATES
Bethel, Merrill, Mich
Jan. 23-Feb. 6
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Cassopolis, Mich
Jan. 30-Feb. 13
Evangelist, Bishop Henry A. Ginder
Air Hill, Pa
Feb. 6
Evangelist, Eld. Paul W. McBeth
Souderton, Pa
Feb. 6-20
Evangelist, Bishop J. Lester Meyers
Highland, West Milton, Ohio
Jan. 23-Feb. 13
Evangelist, Eld. C. H. Moyer
Locke, Nappanee, Ind
Jan. 23-Feb. 6
Evangelist, Bishop Samuel F. Wolgemuth
Thomas, Okla
Mar. 27-Apr. 10
Evangelist, Eld. C. R. Heisey
Ontario Bible School
Feb. 20-27
Evangelist, Bishop Henry A. Ginder
St. Thomas, Ontario
Feb. 6-20
Evangelist, Elder Marshall Winger
» «fl<n
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BEULAH WILL DEDICATE BUILDINGS
Dedication ceremonies for Beulah College's e i g h t new buildings will be observed
on Sunday afternoon, F e b r u a r y 6, in t h e college g y m n a s i u m . Bishop C. N . H o s t e t t e r ,
Jr., p r e s i d e n t of Messiah College, G r a n t h a m ,
Pa., will deliver t h e dedicatory sermon.
S t a t e m e n t s on t h e new buildings will be
m a d e by Eld. Alvin Burkholder a n d J . W.
Bert. T h e Buildings will be p r e s e n t e d and
received by Alvin Gish and J o h n Book. And
t h e p r a y e r of dedication will be offered by
Bishop E . J . Swalm, p r e s e n t m o d e r a t o r of
t h e General Conference of t h e B r e t h r e n in
Christ Church.
H o m e Coming will be observed for a l u m n i ,
f o r m e r s t u d e n t s , p r e s e n t s t u d e n t s , faculty
and board of t r u s t e e s on F r i d a y evening,
F e b r u a r y 4. This will be followed by a n
a d d r e s s a t 8:00 o'clock in t h e college chapel
by Eld. R. H. W e n g e r , C h a i r m a n of t h e General E d u c a t i o n Board of t h e B r e t h r e n in
Christ Church on " A l u m n i and T h e i r A l m a
Mater."
The Southern California B r e t h r e n in
Christ Y o u t h R a l l y will f e a t u r e Bishop
Swalm, in a m e s s a g e , " Y o u t h for Christ and
t h e Church," on S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g in t h e
college chapel.
On S u n d a y m o r n i n g Rev. W e n g e r , Bishop
H o s t e t t e r and Bishop Swalm will speak on
t h e following topics respectively, " T h e
C h u r c h and Christian E d u c a t i o n , " " T h e
Church and Missions," and " T h e Church and
Loyalties."

Births
ROSENBERRY—A boy, Carl Leroy, was born
to Eld. and Sr. John L. Rosenberry, Mount Joy,
Pa. on January 18.
BOOK—To Eld. and Sr. Paul E. Book, Wakarusa, Ind., a daughter, Alice Fern, on January
12 in the Bremen Hospital.
SIDER — On Christmas eve, December 24,
there came to bless the home of Bro. and Sr.
Ross Sider (nee Thelma Bearss) a son, Robert
Leslie.
RTJDISILI. — On December 4, a daughter,
Hazel Louise, came to bless the home of Bro.
and Sr. John Rudisill, Harrisburg, Pa.
COTT—Born to Winfred and Lawneta (Base)
Cott, Hope, Kansas, on January 1, a son, Terry
Lee.
MUSSEE,—Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Musser,
Chambersburg, Pa., R. R. 1, announce the birth
of a daughter, Joyce Dorlene, on December 23,
1948.
SLAGrENWEIT—Carol Edna came to bless
the home of Eld. and Sr. Andrew Slagenweit
of Martinsburg, Pa., on December 12, 1948. Sr.
Slagenweit was the former Ruth Freisen from
Oklahoma. This is a little sister for- Dorcas.
EBEESOLE—Nancy Ann came to bless the
home of Bro. and Sr. Merle Ebersole of Martinsburg, Pa., on December 12, 1948. A little
sister for Janie.

Elder and Mrs. Charles E. Eng-le who were scheduled to leave from New York
harbor on the "Queen Mary," Saturday, J a n u a r y 22, for South Hampton, England,
from where they plan to sail for India on February 6. Their daughter, Phyllis, (center) is a student at Messiah College, Grantham, Fa.
MISSIONARIES SAIL

FAREWELL

W o r d h a s been received t h a t Eld. and Sist e r J . Elwood H e r s h e y and family sailed
from N e w York for South Africa on J a n u a r y
15.

A n o t h e r furlough is over and we a r e on
t h e eve of d e p a r t u r e to t h e land God h a s
called u s . India h a s u n d e r g o n e radical, political and social c h a n g e s . W e know t h e r e
will be n e w a d j u s t m e n t s to be m a d e , perh a p s new a t t i t u d e s will be necessary, b u t
t h e s a m e Gospel is still needed.
T h e r e f r e s h i n g fellowship with our friends
and b r e t h r e n d u r i n g t h i s furlough will soon
be memories. F o r y o u r kind t h o u g h t for us
and t h e inspiration of y o u r fellowship we
t h a n k you w i t h t h e deepest appreciation.
The o p p o r t u n i t i e s afforded us to m e e t you
and to become b e t t e r acquainted m e a n much
to us for by k n o w i n g you b e t t e r we feel
more confident of your p r a y e r s .
M a y God's choicest blessings r e s t upon
you and. the Church. May t h e Church r e m a i n mission conscious and directed b y t h e
Holy Spirit. W e solicit your p r a y e r s for a
safe v o y a g e and for God's blessing upon His
work in India.
Farewell,
Charles E. and K a t h r y n W. E n g l e

C O N F E R E N C E ON B I B L E D O C T R I N E
A t h r e e - d a y Conference on Bible Doct r i n e will be held a t t h e Souderton B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t Church on F r i d a y evening, Satu r d a y afternoon and evening, and Sunday
all day, F e b r u a r y 4-6.
Guest t e a c h e r s for t h i s special service will
include Bishop Luke Keefer, Millersburg,
Pa., and Bishop J. L e s t e r M y e r s of Greencastle, P a .
WIBEMAH—A daughter, Joan Louise, came
to bless the home of Bro. and Sr. Murry Wideman, Richmond Hill, Ont., on December 26.

Weddings
WENOrER-KYlE — On Sunday afternoon
June 13, 1948, at 2:00 o'clock in the Fourth
Street Church of the Brethren, Chambersburg,
Pa., Miss Helen Betty Kyle, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Kyle, R. R. 3, Shippensburg,
Pa., became the bride of Bro. Harold Wenger,
son of Bro. and Sr. Paul I. Wenger, R. R. 3,
Shippensburg, Pa. They were united in marriage by Rev. Jesse Reber.
May God's blessing rest upon them in their
life together.
a o O D - W E N S E K — A very pretty wedding
was solemnized on January 1, 1949, at 7:00 p.m.
when Sr. Grace Eva Wenger of Upland, Calif.,
became the bride of Bro. Ralph Brandt Good,
also of Upland. The ceremony was performed
by Eld. Ray L. Smee and took place in Bro.
and Sr. Smee's home in Leedey, Okla.
Mrs. Good was formerly of Chambersburg,
Pa., and Mr. Good of Florin, Pa.
May God's richest blessing attend this union.
HOSTET1ER-DICKERSON—On the evening
of January 1, in the presence of a large group
of relatives and friends, Miss Edna Dickerson,
daughter of Edward Dickerson, R. R. 2, New
Plymouth, Ohio, became the bride of Rev.
Lloyd C. Hostetler, son of Rev. and Sr. E. H.
Hostetler, Sr., 118 South Ave., S. E. Massillon,
Ohio. The ceremony was performed at 8:00
o'clock in the Christian Fellowship Mission by
the groom's father.
They will reside at 2229 Duane Avenue, N.
W. Massillon, Ohio. May the Lord bless this
couple, as they establish a Christian home.
ENSMIMGEB-GIEBOHEY — On Thursday
afternoon, Thanksgiving Day, November 25, at
3:00 o'clock in the Valley Chapel Brethren in
Christ Church. Canton, Ohio, Sr. Lucy Gibboney, daughter of Bro. and Sr. Jess Gibboney
of Pleasant Hill, Ohio, and Bro. Samuel Ensminger, son of Bro. and Sr. R. S. Ensminger

of Palmyra, Pa., were united in holy matrimony by Bishop Henry Heisey, in the presence
of a host of relatives and friends.
Sr. (Gibboney) Ensminger has served as
nurse, having full charge of the Valley Chapel
Memorial Home the past two years.
We pray God's special blessing upon Bro.
and Sr. Ensminger in their future lives as they
serve the Master together.

Obituaries
SIDER—Mary Ann Gingrich, eldest daughter
of the late Solomon Gingrich and Anna Cober
Gingrich, and wife of Christian Sider, Wainfleet, Ont., was born January 29, 1865, and died
at her home near Perry Station, Ont., December 22, 1948, age eighty-three years, 10 months
and seven days. Besides her aged husband six
step-children survive: Mrs. Vernon Pye (Mattie); Mrs. Edward Gilmore (Emma); Miss
Mabel Sider; Eld. Earl Sider; Christian Sider,
Jr.; and Calvin at home, who with his wife
cared for her during her last illness. Also
fifteen grandchildren and one great grandchild.
She leaves two sisters, Mrs. Andrew Sider
(Lydia), and Nancy Gingrich, both of Stevensville. Fourteen nieces and nephews.
At the age of seventeen, Sr. Sider was converted and united with the Brethren in Christ
Church at Waterloo, Ont., and she remained a
faithful member until she was taken home.
Services, held in the Wainfleet Church, were
conducted by Bishop William Charlton, assisted by Eld. Romie Sider, Bishop L. Shoalts
and Eld. Warren Winger. The text was Psa.
116:15.
Interment took place in the Black Creek
cemetery.
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With the Church
On the Foreign Field
WITH OUR DEPUTATION
Onward We Go
At this writing we are very keenly conscious that it has been onward on the clock
of time. Christmas of 1948 is history. While
it has been celebrated in a distant land, our
surroundings have been such as to very
denmteiy saturate the atmosphere with tha
true spirit of Christmas. It would not be
difficult, however, to find places and people
where its significance and meaning is entirely ignored and given no recognition. It
has been with pleasure and renewed blessing tnat we have shared with the missionaries here in remembering the birth of our
Saviour.
It was more than three weeks from the
time we arrived at Bombay until we arrived at Jamalpur at 2:45 a.m. at which
place we detrained for a six mile trip that
would bring us to Mongyhr. For this part
of the trip Bro. Paulus used the jeep which
is eventually to go to the Barjoxa station.
It had not been delivered at this time because of the streams that must be crossed
in order to arrive at this station. Here
Brother Hoke, who had accompanied us from
Bombay, left us and went on immediately
to the station where his wife and Sr. Rosenberger had been carrying on for about a
month with no man on the station and yet
supervising and doing many things that
ordinarily are out of the realm of women's
work.
During this more than three weeks' trip a
number of other than Brethren in Christ
Missions had been visited and the two cities
Bombay and Calcutta had been touched and
a number of supplies bought to bring along
to this part of the country where such
things are not available or; available at exorbitant prices.
Mongyhr, where we spent about a week,
is a new place in our onward movements,
and truly it was a new place in more ways
than one. We were now in and among our
own Mission work again, but it was new to
us, for it is entirely different then any work
we have had thus far on our travels. The
avenues open for Christian service are far
beyond that which any man and woman and
a few associate workers can adequately care
for. The response is not overwhelming, but
neither has it been fruitless. A few incidents of unusual devotion to God and living
examples of His grace, were told about and
others we met in person. These have borne
to us some forceful testimonies of what the
Gospel of Jesus Christ has done in its forward march in India.
Moving from Mongyhr across the Ganges
river to the north side brought us in the
early part of Christmas week. According
to prospective plans we will spend the coming weeks visiting the work on this side of
the river. Already the few glimpses that
we have seen has brought a consciousness
that this is much different then other: work
that we have seen in India. We appreciate
the many prayers that have been following
us in our work, for it is by these that we
hope through the grace of God to bring
blessing to the people whom we meet as
well as help the missionary program of the
church in its forward march.
Henry Hostetter
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MATOPO MISSION NEWS

Greetings again from Matopo Mission.
These past weeks have been busy ones, and
happy ones. School is now over; teachers
and pupils have scattered to their homes, and
we missionaries are trying also to renew our
rtrength during these less strenuous days.
The Executive Board have just completed
their business meeting. We shall be happy
to welcome Sister Dorothy Martin as a
Uember of our Staff and pray God's blessing on her work here.
We had an especially bright experience
recently. Deacon Dube had spoken in our
November Members' Meeting, warmly and
practically as he always does, of the Christian life. There was a good response in
testimony. Soon afterwards, while we were
at lunch, there was a knock at our door.
One of our pupils was there wishing to
apologize for his attitude in class at various
times. He came without compulsion, except
that of the Holy Spirit, and showed himself
quite broken up by his sin: His heart had
been heavy for some time and he had tried
to gain victory through prayer. Dube's message had spoken to his heart, and now he
came in obedience to the Lord. We spoke a
while, encouraged him to keep faithfully his
daily Quiet Time and to obey the Lord, and
had prayer together. He will meet difficulties and temptations as he takes up his
work as a teacher, but they are not beyond
the power of God. However, the pull toward materialism and secular ideals is very
great. Will you pray for our teachers, and
especially for this lad, Magama Ndhlovu,
that he may be a powerful, true servant of
the Lord Jesus?

A picture of a group of t h e Christian l e a g u e
gjrls, which Sister Engle sent along with her
article.

COME TO CAMP
"Day by day, dear Lord,
For these three things I pray;
To see Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
Follow Thee more nearly day by day. : '
—Camp Song.

This is not a C. P. S. or Military Camp.
It is the Christian Service League Camp
held each year by Matopo Mission for the
boys and girls of the Teacher Training Department and the boys of Standard VI. We
drop our books for three days of spiritual
fellowship, Bible study, and fun in God's
great out-of-doors.
The girls' camp, named Jubilee Camp because of our jubilee year, was under the
guidance of Sister Kreider. There were
forty-two members, including thirty-six
girls from the C. S. L., the two girl teachers,
Lorraine Eyer and Edna Brubaker, the adviser, and her assistant. We camped on our
farm about five miles from the
In November also we had our first Young neighbour's
where we found satisfactory quarPeople's Service of the type we know in Mission;
ters under a large tree, an abundance of
America. The topic, "I Can Win Others for water,
plenty of clean grass. One half
Christ," based on St. Luke 15, was discussed of the and
tree's
provided a dormitory
capably by three of the students. Then were and the other,shade
a chapel. A large branch
read two letters, one from the boys and the hung
near the ground that it served as a
other from the girls, in answer to the letters swing,soand
up in the tree might be found a
of greeting brought by the Brethren Wolge- cozy spot for
meditation. The kitchen was
muth and Hostetter from American young prepared under
smaller tree. Evening
people. We appreciated especially the en- prayers were held a around
a campfire out in
tirely original request of the girls for more the open in a circle cleared
from grass to
YOUNG MEN MISSIONARIES to encour- avoid a veld fire. Kopjes nearby
called the
age the AFRICAN YOUNG MEN. We were adventuresome to explore, and nearer
glad for their vision and concern. Will you of rock were pressed into service asclumps
Quiet
join them in praying to this end?
Time retreats.
Another Christian victory was evidenced
Each of the five patrols took its turn in
in the attitude shown by the pupils who cooking, bringing wood, and preparing
were unsuccessful in their examinations. camp. They also competed in various acThere were some surprises this year, and tivities — translating choruses, composing
more than the usual number of failures in Christian words to African tunes, identifytheir studies. We think the fine attitude ing trees and shrubs, and Bible games. Small
shown by one of the Second-Year Teacher prizes were given to the winners.
Training boys, whom all of us expected to
Breakfast over early Saturday morning
pass easily, had a good influence on others. and
goods packed on a truck, we started
This lad expects to repeat his work next fromour
the main house at eight o'clock sharp.
year, and we trust that he will be a good We followed
road past Rockview where
teacher with a good influence in the years Edna joined the
us
and
Sister Brubaker, Ronto come.
ald and his school friend gave us their good
"No temptation has overtaken you that is wishes. Two cars who passed us on the way
not common to man. God is faithful and he stopped to inquire where we were going.
will not let you be tempted beyond your We trust they had a arlimpse of African life
strength, but with the temptation will also somewhat different from the usual. About
provide the way of escape, that you may be four miles from the Mission we left the road
able to endure it." I Cor. 10:13, R.S. Ver- and struck across the veld to our camping
sion.
place, which we reached after a two-hour
walk. The truck and few girls who had come
Elizabeth Engle
with it had arrived a short time before, and
Matopo Mission
the last girls a few minutes later. Soon
Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia
camp life had begun.
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Our return journey on Monday afternoon in obedience to Him, He will work all out
led us through a valley full of interesting for our good and His glory. We would not
meadows, kopjes and trees. We thought exchange this for anything.
some of them might be a suitable place for
As we look back upon the year that is
next year's camp.
fast coming to a close, we thank God for
His faithfulness. And as we look forward,
"To hear Thy voice, to see Thy face,
we face the new year with courage, knowing
This is our choice."
we are but children, but we have a wonder—Camp Motto.
ful Father. It is His work, and if we follow
God did reveal Himself, especially in the His leadership, we know that His kingdom
Sunday evening fireside service when our shall increase.
hearts were encouraged by the testimonies
Pray for us that we may be sensitive to
of girls as to help received from favourite His leading and may always be ready to
Scriptures, hymns, or from messages heard. obey.
May God be with them as they leave Matopo
Fannie Longenecker
and go out to serve Him. We hope to see
Matopo Mission
many of them become forceful Christian
leaders as they establish their faith by the
Bulawayo, South Rhodesia
promises of God. We commend them to your
prayers.
Elizabeth Engle

School closed December 10, and we were
ready to embark on a very welcome five
weeks' holiday. Little things which had been
pushed back and back came tumbling toward us clamouring to be done, and it was
up to us to decide which should take precedence. Of course, we want to do them all
this holiday if possible, but we know that it
will be unusual if some things are not again
pushed back.
Oh, yes, we have great ambitions. There
is that ever-present stack of letters waiting
for answers and we hope to answer them all
before school opens again. There are worn
garments waiting for a more leisure time in
which to be mended and pieces of material
waiting to be made up into something wearable. But the house is dirty and needs a
more thorough cleaning than it has had for
some months. So soon we dive into that.
Then there always will come interruptions.
The Executive Board meets and there are
extra people to cook for. But we are glad
to have our co-workers visit us.
And, of course, Christmas comes in this
holiday with its little extras and pleasant
times. But before that there is canning to
be done, and if the garden does well, there
will be more before school opens again. We
have no peaches to can this year, but the
strawberries have been doing well. At least
we can have strawberry jam.
It is hot and we are wishing for rain. The
water tank leaks, and as soon as there are
signs of rain it must be drained and uMfundisi will have a job mending it. UMfundisi
has many and varied tasks. A wall must be
moved to enlarge a classroom. There is a
table here and a bench there to be mended.
The mice go in and out beside the drain and
his advice is sought. The kitchen floor
needs attention and he is called. Yes, he is
kept busy with many tasks, but he must
find time to talk with the Africans and prepare for the services. He needs your prayers,
Another big job is digging into language
study with new vigour. But it is hot and
other things are more pleasant. Nevertheless, if we want to be effective witnesses we
must learn the language. Resolutions are
not sufficient; there must be some good hard
study. (This season is not the best for village visitation).
We try to get a bit of rest and time to
refresh our souls, time to feed upon God's
Word and come into closer fellowship with
Him. How precious to rest in Him as the
problems arise, knowing that as we walk
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launched a three weeks' revival campaign
with Bro. Winger as our evangelist. God
used him graciously as he fearlessly preached the truth. There were four conversions
and many others who sought God for heart
cleansing.
We thank God for the victories won and
pray He will always keep us yielded to His
will.

Carroll and Pulaski Co., Va.
Seasons greetings to the Church at large.
We have just passed through the Christmas season which brought considerable activity here. The outstanding event was the
Christmas program by the Farris Mines
Youth for Christ, featuring a Candle Light
"Silent Night," a pantomine, "The Promised Prince," and a play, "No Room in the
Inn." With a few exceptions the cooperation
of ouc congregation was commendable in
making this program a success. A record
crowd of about two hundred attended. A
Sippo Valley, Massillon, Ohio
Beginning Tuesday evening, November bus brought the people from Sylvatus.
23, and continuing each evening until De- Christmas Gifts were exchanged and candy
cember 5, a revival meeting was held in the was given by the Sunday School. Two large
Sippo Valley Brethren in Christ Church near boxes of groceries were presented to the
Massillon, Ohio. The evangelist was Eld. J. mission family by the Sunday School. We
R. Steckley from Gormley, Ontario. Bro. felt humble and unworthy for this liberal
Steckley came with a passion for souls. His gift.
method of preaching the Word was of a
We appreciated the greetings and especialteaching type and he brought forth many
deep precious truths. A few hands were ly the personal gifts from Christian friends
raised for prayer. We trust the revival spir- of the church. May the Lord bless every
it will continue as we strive to go on in our giver. We plan to purchase a vacuum cleaner with these gifts.
Christian walk.
Pray for us as we enter a revival on
In connection with the revival a special
Thanksgiving Service was held Thursday January 22 at Farris Mines. Hearts that
morning, November 25 at 9 a.m. in which are bound by sin need freedom. Pray for
praises and thanks went to our Heavenly our young folks.
Father for the blessings of the past year.
Paul and Ruth Wolgemuth
Monday evening, November 29, two of our
returned missionaries were present, Sr. Waukena, California
Mary Brenaman and Sr. Mable Frey. They
The Waukena Church had the privilege of
each spoke of the work in Africa. Their having the Beulah College mixed quartette
talks were very encouraging. A great work with Eld. C. R. Heisey as special speaker
is being done by our Mission staff. We pray during the Thanksgiving season from NoGod's richest blessing to rest on them and vember 25 to 28. The messages given by
reward them greatly.
Bro. Heisey were unique for Waukena in
that they were presented by way of the eye
Eld. Marion L. Berg
as well as the ear. Each evening beautiful
kodachrome slides of God's handiwork in
Carlisle, Pa.
In our recent revival effort held Novem- nature were portrayed as scripture truths
ber 7-21, with Eld. Eber Dourte serving as were presented to the listeners. Although
our evangelist, we very keenly felt the pres- there were no record crowds present, we
were happy to see people who had never
ence of God in our midst.
attended our services meet with us during
Bro. Dourte came to us with a concern for this time. Many expressions of appreciation
souls and faithfully preached the Word. God were voiced and we believe this is a definite
was faithful in sending conviction and fifteen avenue of ministry. Can people come face to
souls knelt at an altar of prayer where God face with God's truth and remain the same ?
met their needs in His marvelous way. As a God has spoken, people have heard, what
result of these meetings, we had the happy will the answer be ? Pray for the work here
privilege of welcoming into church fellow- at Waukena. The quartette sang, testified,
ship ten new members on December 5 in a played accordion duets, and spoke to the
reception service following our morning wor- children. On Sunday afternoon an invalid
ship.
man was made happy by a visit of Bro.
We do pray that the revival spirit might Heisey and the quartette. Other visits were
continually be among us and that even in made as well. This wonderful time has been
our regular services we might witness God's a definite blessing to us workers as well as
saving power.
to others.
Rhoda Lehman
Our six-weeks' Sunday School increase
campaign—one of the entrants in the ChrisMt. Pleasant, Mount Joy, Pa.
tian Life Magazine Sunday School Contest—
On November 6 and 7 the members of has just closed with gratifying results. The
Rapho District enjoyed a rich and inspiring increase in attendance was 36% above that
Bible Conference. In the messages Eld. of last year, and a number of other improveCharles Eshleman of Messiah College direct- ments have resulted. Six children accepted
ed us in a rich study of the Book of Colos- the Lord as their personal Saviour, a new
sians. He very ably pointed us to Jesus Sunday School class was started, and a
Christ, as he challenged us to be united with special meeting of Juniors each evening at
Him. Other speakers were Eld. Paul Mc- 6:30.
Beth, Elizabethtown, Pa. and Eld. Marshall
Winger, St. Anns, Ontario. Sunday evening
(Continued on page sixteen)
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What Do Ye More
Than Others: Socially?

other members to contribute to every convenience, humor or happiness, without giving in return any physical, emotional, or
social contribution to its maintenance. This
is the relationship of the taker, the parasite or possibly the thief. This is not the
"more than others" attitude. The contrast
may be the home where, although one takes
from the budget love, physical aid, or
monetary assistance, it is in the form of a
means whereby more can be restored to the
home in the greater abundance of things
which enrich and beautify it.

Paul E. Engle

does or does not prefer it, increases his
social relationships.
This paper was given by Professor Engle
Some individuals seeking opportunity to
at the California Annual Bible Conference.
The general topic was "What do ye more expand their interests solicit entry into
than others?"
Three discussions on the added organizations. Others, accept memIn the business group or that of making
phases Socially, Morally and
Spiritually bership as it comes their way, while there
are those who seek to avoid participation a^living, the taker tries to accumulate all
were given in that order.
in many group activities. Individuals dif- he can. Were it not for social rules, law,
UR TOPIC is put in the form of a very fer, causing some to be highly social in he would do it in many ways, creating
general question. To answer it with- their desires while others find solitude their social injury and giving less or nothing in
in the allotted time, realizing its sugges- best companion.
return. To some the proper business relations, ramifications and implication is beAs group consciousness developes, with tionship is to get as much of what the other
yond possibility. However, in order to at- it also comes the growth of certain attitudes fellow has without any reciprocation. "The
tempt a contribution we wish to have some toward groups and their personnel; creat- good bargain whereby I gain and you lose."
understanding of what is to be implied by ing new motivations. When choices become In organizations doing welfare work, and
less involuntary and are more a matter of may it be said with deep regret, at times
the term socially.
the individual's own action, motivation be- in some of a civic and religious nature,
You will note that the general topic,
comes important. Such questions arise, too many persons wish to rise to positions
"What do ye more than others?" has been
such as, why do I wish to act thus, partici- of power, fame or influence, and care little
presented in the program as a triad. In
pate in this activity, attach myself to this who and how they crush people in their
order to keep from transgressing let us
group? What are the drives and motives efforts to achieve their end. Is not the
state the parts as: socially, our relations to
which prompt me; what do I wish to gain, "more than others way," giving more than
others; morally, our relation to self; and
or again, can I make a contribution?
we receive, not seeking to rise, gain influspiritually, our relation to God. Is it not
ence and power, but to be useful whether
It
is
possible
that
to
some,
these
quespossible that in these discussions the last
it be in the home, the school, the church,
has become first and the first last, for how tions seldom arise above the sub-conscious
the community, the world?
level,
but
to
many
there
is
an
outward
can we'- do more than "others" socially
(the inference "others" to be the non- development of social consciousness. It is
In the selfish grasp for personal gratiChristian), if we have not through an inti- in the manner in which this social con- fication how much is not only lost but
mate relationship to God achieved that sciousness does increase and express itself destroyed. How heart-breaking to see the
through the individual that we may derive motive of the selfish-taker, the parasite,
proper understanding of ourself.
an answer to the question, "What do ye and the thief, manifested in lives which
In the examination of the question be- more than others, socially."
could give so much, touch and quicken so
fore us we wish to first point out some
This world, in one sense is composed of many, alleviate so great pain, share such
social relationships, then consider social
givers and takers. It can be illustrated by heavy burdens, and brighten such a wide
responsibilities, and finally attempt sugmembership in the home. Thus to some area with the sunshine of the gospel of the
gestions in ways to fulfill our social obligahome becomes a place to eat, sleep, have "Giver."
tion in a genuine.Christian manner.
plenty of income to keep well dressed and
Social responsibility is not a question of
Each individual upon birth becomes a enjoy recreational activities, maintain a
existence
but one of acceptance. We may
member of certain groups, biological, econ- constant drain on its budget and expect its
not be responsible for the creation of the
omic, political, religious and social. He
unlovely or the degrading, but we will be
cannot escape group relationships or conheld accountable as to what we have done
tacts. His birth initiates him into a social
The Blessed Man
or
left undone in the struggle for its desgroup, the home. As he grows he soon betruction and replacing it with something
comes a voice in its councils, he makes his
"Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest,
wants known, but it does not take long and causest to approach unto Thee." Psa. better. We may not have contributed to
delinquencies, social or moral, but what
until he learns to adjust to the other mem- 65:4.
efforts have we made to remove the causes
bers. However, he is self-centered, takes
Many of the deepest sorrows are sent to for such conditions? A neighbor's house
much but consciously gives little in return.
cause us to approach unto God! How sad has been burglarized, perhaps we were not
Upon the acquisition of the powers of that left alone we do not feel the need of the thief, but did we try to stop the thief.
locomotion, better perception and ability approaching unto God! The practice of An accident has occured, our testimony may
of expression his world enlarges. He con- communion with God has to be cultivated. be essential to acquiring justice, are we
tacts others outside his small familiar When exercise of heart lapses in the be- willing to be subpoenaed or do we "get goworld, which stimulates him to further ac- liever God has to use means to cause us to ing" lest our name is obtained and we are
tivity. Each new group of which he be- approach unto Him again. God's face put to an inconvenience. Again, boys and
comes a member, the play group, school means victory. God's presence means joy. girls are exposed to influences which are
group, a little later, the business, profes- Our loving Father will not allow us to go sapping them of physical, mental and
sional, and community groups, plus many on without the joy and power of His pres- moral stamina, are we contributing to it by
others, present new faces, experiences and ence in our lives. He causes us to approach a "hands off" measure or are we putting
problems; requiring many new adjust- unto Him. The man thus chosen is blessed
(Continued on page fourteen)
ments. Thus, the individual, whether he indeed.—L. S.
MATTHEW
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The Christian Day School
Joel

Carlson

Note: The following represents another ulation of the United States increased 7 % .
of four papers given at the Annual Home- During the same time the Protestant
coming at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. churches decreased their membership 1 0 % .
The Sunday Schools of the Protestant
—J. N. H.
Churches lost in enrollment 3,000,000 memSHOULD CHRISTIANS SUPPORT A
bers. During the same period the Roman
CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL ON THE
ELEMENTARY LEVEL IN PREFERENCE Catholic church kept pace with the populaTO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL?
tion increase by likewise increasing its
membership 7 % .
E submit that Christians should supThe show of their strength in propagatport a Christian Day School on the
elementary level in preference to the public ing their own doctrines among their own
schools, because (in addition to what our children and youth is well known. Somecolleague has said) (1) Spiritually, it time ago, noticing a number of Catholic
would be vital, and for the church, maybe children out on the streets during school
indispensable; (2) Socially and morally, hours, I asked one of them what it meant.
it would be very rewarding, for the com- He was about 10 years of age. Without any
munity, and for the individuals involved, hesitation he proceeded to tell me that it
and for many, it may be the secret of safety had to do with the Immaculate Conception
from disaster; (3) Financially, it would be of the Mother of Jesus. On being further
questioned, he told me in essentially themore possible than you may now think.
ological terms, just what was the meaning
The public schools of our nation were
of that particular honor. We believe the
founded on a distinctly religious basis. Dr.
reason for his good information is that
Clarence Benson says: "Our Puritan foretheir church leaders have had their chilfathers established the great American
dren, in the elementary grades, under their
public school system, not that the rising
influence for 30 hours of the week, instead
generation might be proficient in reading
of only one hour on Sunday, as is the case
and writing and arithmetic but that they
with many Protestants.
might acquire the necessary rudiments of
The late Dr. Gresham Machen, formerly
education to enable them to read the Scriptures."'- But about 100 years ago, the pub- of Princeton Seminary, and then associated
lic school system was reorganized by with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Horace Mann on a secular basis. (Our sys- emphasized that the various institutions of
tem was copied from forms of education Protestants, such as Sunday School, Week
used in Prussia.) Now within our day the Day religious instruction, and Vacation Biatheistic tendencies of the Dewey philoso- ble Schools are "woefully inadequate."
phy in the field of education have gone far "The real remedy," said he, "as over
toward completely eliminating any thought against these makeshifts is the establishof God in our present educational system. ment of Christian Schools."
In Chicago in 1934, Dr. Machen ponderNot that every teacher follows this philosophy, but the trend is there. The recent ed the question in an address: "What is
adverse decision of the United States Su- there about Christianity which makes it
preme Court regarding the Champaign, 111.,
released-time program has made quite official the extreme secularization of our pubWorld's Richest Man
lic schools.
Croesus, the richest man in the world,
Dr. C. C. Morrison, of the Christian
Century, dares to complain that the trouble once asked Thales, the wisest man in the
with education is that it has left God out world, "What is G o d ? "
It was a big question, and the philosoof the picture. Discussing its failure, he
says: "Public education without religion pher asked for a day in which to deliberate.
creates a secular mentality faster than the Then he asked for another, and another,
churches can Christianize it. Our society and another, and at length confessed that
is unquestionably moving toward secular- he was unable to answer, that the longer he
ism which is only another term for athei- deliberated, the more difficult it was for
ism, and the reason for this trend is found him to form an answer.
in the exclusion of religion from our eduTertullian, the early Church Father,
cational system." The present day public eagerly seized upon this incident and said
system of education is man-centered rather it was an example of the world's ignorance
than God centered.
of God outside of Christ. "There," he exThe following statistics prove the spir- claimed, "is the wisest man in the world,
itual strength of combining education and and he cannot tell you who God is. But
religion in the lower grades, such as is the most ignorant mechanic among the
done in the parochial schools of the Cath- Christians knows God and is able to make
olic Church. From 1926 to 1936 the pop- Him known to others."—Council Fires.
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necessary that there should be Christian
schools?" His answer, "Christianity is, in*deed, a way of life; but it is a way of life
founded upon a system of truth. That system of truth is of the most comprehensive
kind; it clashes with opposing systems at
a thousand points. The Christian life cannot be lived on the basis of anti-Christian
thought. Hence the necessity of the Christian School."
Morally and socially, it would be uplifting for the community and for many individuals it may be the secret of safety
from disaster. We all know that the public
educational system leaves many real gaps
in what it is supposed to accomplish. Dr.
Will Durant, popular American philosopher, wrote in the Saturday Evening Post:
"Our educators are failing to produce educated men. There has been no decrease in
political corruption or crime, no visible
rise in the intelligence of the people. Today
we may as well ask: 'What kind of education should our children r e c e i v e ? ' "
Dr. John Gross of the Methodist Board
of Education states: "When our nation
discovered that an idealistic form of government did not in itself make good men
and women, education was proposed as the
panacea. But education, the record shows,
has spent the last 100 years freeing itself
from religion and developing a sense of
self-sufficiency." To what social and moral
results? Note the statistics of the FBI, that
in the last 50 years, the average age of the
criminal has dropped from 48 years to 19
years. Add to this the appalling picture of
recent juvenile delinquency.
The futility of secular education, divorced from respect for God and authority
for right behavior, is pointedly described
by F. H. Lindeman in an issue of News
Service: "The attempt to build a life with
nowhere to start, nowhere to go, and nothing to do on the way, must of necessity be
disastrous."
The Christian Day School would integrate the forces of the home, the church
and the school, unifying the processes of
education. This would make possible more
stability to the faith of the young child,
and eliminate much of the confusion and
perplexity which often attends the thinking
of our youth. The isolation of our children
would not make hermit souls out of them.
It would be the means of establishing them
more firmly in the principles of a Godcentered process of thinking, with more of
a consciousness of God for our behavior,
and of an attraction for the satisfactions of
a God-planned life. The separation of the
spiritual from the secular is in line with
other parts of Bible teaching.
We admit the responsibility of the Home
and of the Church for teaching the child
things moral, spiritual and social. And in
the public school system are many nobleminded and spiritual-minded men and
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•women, who are faithful to their opportunities as they may have them. But the
strength created by the unity of the home,
church, and the school, would bring uplifting results. "The soul of education is
the education of the soul." "Mere education without divine guidance," said Theodore Roosevelt, "is like handing a gun to
an irresponsible man."
Financially, it is possible, in the light of
what others have done and are doing.
Catholics, Lutherans and Seventh Day Adventists have been paying the cost, and
continue to do so. Other evangelical bodies
are beginning to enter this field. The cost
may not be insurmountable. World Book
Encylopedia under "Income Distribution"
reports expenditures of the income of the
average family, and among other things
lists these three: Spent for schools 1 ^ % ;
Waste 1 4 % ; Luxury 2 2 % . If this is approximately true today in any number of
homes, we could afford to pay more for
the education of our younger children.
Mark Fakkemma, Secretary of the National Association of-Christian Schools says:
"The first requisite for establishing a local
school is not more money and organization.
Rather it is Christian conviction and consecration. These convictions must concern
the home, educational policies and practical
procedures."
Dr. Marston, Bishop of the Free Methodist Church, and himself an educator, and
writer, and leader of youth, said: "The
truly Christian school of any type, elementary, high school, college — is not a
cloistered retreat from the vexing problems
of a changing world order, nor the last despairing stand of a dying orthodoxy. The
Christian school stands rather at the axis
of world processes as one of the fullest expressions of the truth which sets men free.
The Christian School is the foremost venture on the frontier of the educational advance."—Harrisburg, Pa.

What Do Ye?
(Continued from page twelve)
forth effort to save them from that environment?
Jesus said, "Ye have the poor always
with you." Did he mean for us to leave
them in their poverty and squalor and contribute to increasing the number. I do not
understand his message to mean that. A
person may be poor in a variety of ways.
Too often we think only in terms of the
stomach. Multitudes of people are poverty
stricken socially, the man or woman, boy
or girl, which is cast into a strange environment; for example he who goes to
another land. Many of those who have
come to us from other social groups would
like to share our companionship. They are
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hungry for social contact, but, because they teach them true Christian living and be a
do not speak our language, have a dif- genuine brother to them?
ferent culture, or the pigmentation differs,
•No one believes in organized effort more
we isolate them, crowd them into the dirty than the speaker of this period, but there
part of town, below the tracks. We leave are too many who will give of their abuntheir streets in poor condition, and allow dance, to aid those that go; but too few of
them to be gouged by greedy landlords. them who send others are willing to accept
They do not feel wanted in our schools, the ones who have been rehabilitated into
our stores, our community groups, and may their social groups. We need those who
it be unjust to say our religious congrega- give as well as those who go, but should not
tions.
the responsibility be one of equality?
Sometimes, I try to envision, or create a Should we expect the workers to the undermental picture of what the Christ would privileged to give more than we contribute
do if he were to walk through the slum materially in indirect ways? It reminds me
streets of our cities, visit our eastsides, of a statement once made from a platform
travel our black belts, pass through our by* a certain individual who lacked none
Mexican settlements and Hoovervilles. of the material necessities of life, that our
Would he again make the blind to see, heal missionaries must expect to sacrifice. The
the diseases caused by a selfish, and grasp- true missionary does not think in terms of
ing society. What epitaths would he use in sacrifice. They see needs and seek to supspeaking of the efforts and practices of the ply them, regardless. The Christian or
religious leaders of this day? Would his "more than others way" is not in terms of
charges be much different from such as are sacrifice but a desire to meet opportunity
found in Matthew 23?
which presents the highest possibility for
It is not the intent of this paper to infer service to his fellowman, regardless of famthat nothing has been done. It is surprising ily, creed, culture or race.
to learn how much of the milk of human
So far we have stressed mostly service to
kindness is left in this day. Much effort
those groups which are at a distance. In
is put forth to meet our responsibilities,
closing, let us consider the "more than
but we wish to again repeat the question,
others" way to those of closer association.
"What do ye more than others." Is there a
To what extent are we putting out for the
difference in the acceptance of social resocial welfare of our immediate social
sponsibility on the part of the Christian
groups. Do we put the interest of our home
from that of the individual who has not
or our church before self-interest? We
become His disciple? We believe there is
mentioned the home previously, but is our
a difference.
church a place where we find certain satThe "more than others" way is going the
isfactions? We should. However, should
second mile, turning the other cheek, givnot these be the accompanying rewards,
ing the extra cloak, loving those who curse
bonuses along the way? Is our church and
you and do you injury. Now the question
its activities, especially social, ends in
arises, can we adapt "the more than oththemselves, or a means whereby we can
e r s " way to our living conditions today,
serve? Again are we interested to the exespecially in relation to social life? Again.
tent where we desire to see the church conlet us each ask ourselves are we doing mor°
tributing to the social welfare of the comthan others? It is largely a question of
munity, making opportunity, not only for
motivation and of how to arrive at the posithe children of its members, but for any
tion where we place the interest of other*.
within the reach of its influence to enjoy its
regardless of near kinship, cultural inbenefits?
terest, or any other group likenesses, first.
It is a case where we forget to think in
To what extent are we "givers" to othterms of rewards or self gratification, but ers? Are we going into the by-ways, the
realizing some things need to be done for places where so many underprivileged, I
particular situations, seek to supply that do not like to say live, but exist? Are we
which is necessary.
seeking to direct and aid them to rise up
The need may be an economic one. To and walk in a new way, see many things
what extent do we forget that there is a which they can not due to the limitation of
return, a blessing or commendation? The their poverty stricken condition, and heal
scribes and pharisees had their charities, their dwarfed and wounded souls, showing
but they were not willing to pick up the them that not only does Jesus care, but
lame, the bruised, the blind and the hun- we do?
gry. The lepers were driven outside the
As stated at the start of this discussion
social group and to a great extent left to this question is boundless in its implicafend for themselves. Today do we include tions. But, is it too much to say in closing
in our interests and endeavors those whom that if we are truly Christian, our interest
we do not know? How much do we go ont in others should grow continuously, and
into the highways and by-ways to bring the then be manifested through action to others
under-privileged to a better way of life?
in the same manner as Christ vitally showTo what extent are we willing to go to ed his concern with the social conditions.
the city slums and not only preach but o< his day.—Beulah College.
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On the Foreign Field
Wanezi Bible School
(Continued from page seven)
that there is no royal road to getting a language, and so I'm plodding on. Much of
course is familiar and comes back but, after
all, twenty years is a rather long time away
from active study for Sindebele—perhaps
you remember I was transferred to the
North in July of '28."
Blackboard notes were given in the two
languages, laboriously prepared in the one
and then translated into the other as they
were transcribed. The northern student repeatedly thanked God in prayer for a teacher, as he put it, "with two tongues." Will
you please pray that in true actuality that
may be the case next year? A good part
of the instruction perforce this year was
done in English, some in Sindebele, some
in Tonga. Most of the students could follow simple English, but at times parts were
repeated in the vernacular by one of the
men.
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we did, could you have looked in on us
that Sunday afternoon. Another of the
missionary sisters accompanied us. We
reached the hut to find the old man's
drunken wife lying there on the floor with
one friend, a cat, sitting by her. We gathered outside for our little service, one sat on
an upturned stamping block, one on a low
box, one on a log, some just on the ground,
two on a grain sack, the old man on a stick,
possibly a stamping pestle. We read the
story of Nicodemus, teaching it simply as
to a Sunday School class, the old man responding in real African fashion. Then
we knelt in prayer, one readily following
another—the old man himself having been
the first—until seven of us had lifted our
voices in petition to God. Just about as we
arose from our knees, the wife—possibly
aroused from her stupor by our praying—
crawled out from her hut. We talked a bit,
said good-bye, and started homeward,
reaching the mission again just after dark,
tired but thankful to have spent and been
spent in ambassordorship for the King of
kings.

"Down in the human heart crushed by the
tempter,
Peelings lie buried that grace can restore."
He and his wife lived in a little hut possibly an eighth of a mile from his son's
village. The old man himself was no longer able to walk nor even to straighten his
legs to stand up. We do thank God that
the steps of two of the Bible School men
were directed that day to his cheerless hut,
and that he was constrained to reach out
after, truly to him "the unknown God."
We carefully followed up that contact
in repeated visits and in prayer. The full
students group and teacher went out one
school morning—the Pastoral Training and
Evangelism class in action—and again one
Sunday afternoon, two cycling, the rest of
us walking. There have been other contacts too, for we are asking God for this
old man's soul—will you not also definitely join us in prayer that he may know the
true joy of salvation?

In the last contact with old Siwela three
days ago, when a letter from one of the
Bible School students, with earnest desire
for his spirit's well-being was taken and
read to him, he- replied: "I do want to be
helped in spirit," also, "Especially pray to
God for me that I may love Him much."
Will you especially pray, too?
For the last evening of the school term
we had invited the students up to the house
in. a little friendly get-together before they
would be returning to their homes. They
were appreciative and as we were about to
kneel in prayer one of them arose, wanting to speak a few words. In behalf of the
group he expressed their deep thankfulness
to the missionaries, desiring us to keep remembering them in prayer as they go back
—they each wish to return next yea^r to
complete their course.
That first prospective student, whose
heart God had stirred to go when he heard
that a Bible School was to be opened, has
possibly put into words the spirit of this
first year's class. Although he is but a
young Christian himself, having been baptised in 1941, yet he has definitely been
used of God in the building up of a new
work. He began preaching there under a
tree, traveling the twenty-five to thirty mile
trip on his bicycle twice a week—going out
for the mid-week prayer meeting as well
as for the Sunday services. The Lord
signally blessed,his efforts. He has had the
joy of seeing a church-school building take
form and a large group of children come
in to be taught. But that in which he especially rejoices is the group of men, women,
and children whose hearts God has drawn
to Himself—about seventy, twenty of whom
have already followed the Lord in baptism.

You would have experienced earnest
longing and fervent seeking from God, as

He perhaps voiced the feeling of the
class this year, after a portion of the Word

The week-end evangelistic trips formed
a definite block of endeavour. The principal arranged for these various outstation
points, the men going out by cycle. The
fact that he also was outstation superintendent served as an excellent tie-in in this
part of the work. On their return to school
Monday morning, the students would give
their reports. It was inspirational to hear
them tell of those who sought the Lord,
and we believe He blessed this phase of
Bible School activity. An old man a few
miles from the mission had raised his hand
for prayer when two of them had been
there. His was a really darkened heart but
as we recall the student's report, as he told
about him, we realize anew that
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had especially gripped hearts one day, by
saying quite spontaneously, "I want God to
Jielp me tell others." Will you earnestly
pray that God will use them?
Wanezi Bible School
Filabusi, South Rhodesia

From Germany
(Continued from page six)
They were bombed out several times. He
was a prisoner, and Mrs. Neufeldt and the
five children fled. One child died of starvation. Twice they were shipwrecked, that is,
the mother, and children. The first time i
bomb hit their ship. They were rescued,
and the second time, the ship hit a mine
and sank as they were coming into Kiel.
They werp rescued again. For six months
the father knew nothing of the family, and
then got a card from his wife. He told me
last night that when he got that card he
actually pinched himself to see if he was
dreaming. The family were reunited in
1945 or '46, I believe, and, much more
fortunate then most others; he is on his
feet again and employs 80 men as contractor and is a prominent man in the city.
When at Hamburg over the week-end, I
was told that we were to be given clothing
for a distribution in Kiel. We are to receive around 90 bales. These bales are
twice as big as the bales of straw and contain tightly packed clothing. Pastor Plath
and all the rest are rejoicing in this news,
for there is a desperate need here. These
refugees need just everything. Helen Friesen and Alice Snider will come from Hamburg for the first two weeks of the new
year to help with the distribution. I anticipate our giving out around 4,000 pieces
of clothing.
And what a tremendous thrill it is to
give all these things "in the Name of
Christ." Oh, the goodwill generated is
tremendous, and there are open doors everywhere for spiritual ministration and
preaching of the Gospel. I feel so weak
and inadequate in the face of it all, 'but
God uses weak things too.
—Kiel,

Germany.

Increase Our Faith,
Luke 17-.5
Faith came singing into my room
And other guests took flight:
Fear, Anxiety, Grief and Gloom
Sped out into the night.
I wondered that such peace could be,
But Faith said gently, "Don't you see,
They really cannot Hue with me?"
—Selected.
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In The Homeland
(Continued from page eleven)
As we present this report we are aware
that we are reaping where others have sown
and are indebted to those who have labored
before us. The cause of Christ is going forward here, and we have started regular Sunday evening worship services. The first Sunday evening of each month being a hymn
sing as aforetime. Satan springs to accelerated action when God's program progresses, and Waukena is no exception. Unless God's people pray and work, we shall be
handicapped to that extent. We're counting
on you to do your part.
We would also like to express our gratitude for those of like faith who have come
to visit the work here. When one realizes
that he is over 185 miles from the nearest
Brethren in Christ Church or minister he
enjoys these visits immensely. Welcome to
Waukena whenever you wish.
Warren and Anna Mae Sherman
Red Star, Leedey, Oklahoma
Our winter revival meeting began on November 15 with Eld. Harry Brubaker of Mt.
Joy, Pa., as our evangelist. He gave powerful messages presented as we never heard
it before, yet one could feel that many hardened their hearts to the truth and offers of
mercy. But only eternity will reveal how
much good has been done. Our hearts are
increasingly burdened for those who regularly attend the services but lack .the joy
of salvation in their hearts.
On December 19 our Christmas program
was presented in charge of Sr. Winnie
Switzer, Mrs. Lorraine Albright, and Sr.
Smee. Twenty-three children shared with
readings and songs. An interesting and appreciated feature was a significant candle
lighting in which 46 candles furnished the
light for the service. From these, light was
taken to the small candles held by everyone
present, the light being passed from person
to person in true representation of the
spreading of the Gospel light from the
church through the community from one
lighted heart to another. While all the candles were burning, Ruthie Green sang with
motions and a large candle in her hand, "The
light of the world' is Jesus."
Following this the Young People's Society
gave a musical program of Christmas carols
interspersed with vivid accounts of how
Christmas is spent in other lands. The service was then completed by a message by
the pastor on the theme, "A light out of
darkness."
A beautiful Christmas spirit was evident
in the presentation of a new typewriter to
the pastor by the two communities which he
regularly serves.
Then in the unselfish spirit of Christmas a
group of 23 young folk, directed by the pastor and his wife, brought Christmas carols
to 21 homes, in some of which were sick folk
and shut-ins. About 40 miles of territory
was covered for this service to our fellowmen.
We face the new year encouraged to trust
in the Lord and the power of His might.
Abilene, Kansas
Our revival meeting began November 15
and continued two weeks with Rev. E. J.
Rohrer, West Milton, Ohio, as evangelist.
His messages were heart searching and
spirit-filled. Every message was a challenge
to each of us. The Holy Spirit was present
in convicting power, but we regret to say
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that we failed to see the visible results we
so much desired.
The seed was sown and God's word says
that it shall not return void. Only eternity
will reveal the spiritual growth which was
made during this revival effort.
We appreciated the good interest and attendance from Bethel and Zion congregations—also those from other churches here
in town.
Our Love Feast was held November 20.
A good number were present to commemorate the suffering and death of our Lord
and Saviour.
We have appreciated having visitors from
other places. We are always glad to welcome visitors when ever they can be in our
services.
E. Wenger
Cedar Grove, Mifflintown, Pa.
December 1. Prayer meeting was held at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Beward.
They requested a meeting; they are members of another denomination. A good number were present, and we were invited back.
December 3. Teacher's meeting was held
at Bro. and Sr. Lloyd Gingrich's home.
Some vital problems were discussed and
disposed of.
December 5. Eld. Edgar Keefer and family were with us. He brought the morning
message, using for a text, John 11:28, I.e.
December 12. Short services were held
in the afternoon at several isolated places.
December 18. District council met. We
trust that the conclusions arrived at will be
for the advancement of God's cause. Quite
a group were present, being assembled from
our three congregations. Plans are well under way for the purchase of a tent for our
district. Solicitation work is progressing
nicely. The need for a place of worship for
the group in Ferguson Valley was presented
and the petition to purchase a building site
was approved.
December 19. A birthday offering was
lifted today for Sr. Mary Shirk who is an
invalid, having spent ten birthdays in her
bed.
December 24. The "Evergreens" and others went carol singing and distributed
Christmas boxes to the shut-ins and the
needy.
December 26. The service was an informal one. Bro. Wm. Landis gave us the
high lights of the 1948 Sunday School Lessons, while the teachers were being placed
in their respective classes for 1949.
Bro. Goodling followed with a short message from Isa. 9:6, after which a testimony
service was conducted by Bro. Charles. Gingrich. The ministering brethren had left for
an ordination service at Granville.
December 29. Prayer meeting convened at
the home of Bro. and Sr. Samuel Engles.
The official brethren from Granville were
with us in this service.
December 30. Prayer meeting was held
in the interest of the on-coming revival. A
large number were present; it was held at
an unsaved home in answer to their request.
December 31. Prayer meeting met at the
home of Bro. and Sr. Harvey Lauver's. The
Lord again met with us.
Ella M. Lauver
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Gratitude—from a Parent in the Philippines
"We thank and praise the Lord for the
beautiful package you gave to our dear son
Romeo. We thank God for your kind hearts
and thoughtfulness of the needy like the
Filipinos. Yes, we suffered during the war,
want of food and especially clothing. Our
children were in desperate condition. But
thank the Lord we do enjoy help from
abroad. Members of the Mennonite relief in
Bangued came and distributed these gifts in
front of our Christian church to our children."
From a Children's Home Superintendent
"I had over three hundred children to
take* care of during these last four weeks in
a home near Stuttgart. Out of these three
hundred there were only ten who were not
undernourished. We thank you for your gifts
which my wife and I, and other members of
the church could use to satisfy the hunger
of the children each day.
It did my heart good to see your symbol
of that hand clasp while I was planning and
figuring about my work. In this symbol you
have helped many weak children to become
strong and to return to the homes of their
parents. I never grew tired of telling the
children again and again how wonderful
lasting love we find underneath the Cross.
That is the only power which some day will
possess the world."
From a Mennonite Refugee at Gronau Camp
"We are especially grateful for the
Christmas packages which are giving our
children such great pleasure. With thankful hearts we would like to cry out with the
Psalmist: "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits." I would like to
wish you, dear brother and all your coworkers, God's richest blessing for your efforts."
From a Medical Student in Germany
"I know that it is not easy for you to help
us and that you are not giving out of your
abundance only, and yet if I would ask you
today just why you are helping us I am
certain you would reply that the love of
Christ constraineth you to do so. Yes, He is
indeed the only One who can work in us,
both the will to do and the doing itself. May
the Lord bless you and your work. May He
cause it to bear fruit also among my classmates many of whom have not yet felt the
power and love of Christ.
"Ever since I was 16 years old I have
had a desire to become a missionary doctor.
The same Lord which has given me this
burden to go and serve His people in other
lands also led me through the trials of the
war, constantly drawing me closer to Him."
From a Widow in Germany
"Since I received a gift from you today, I
wish to thank you with my whole heart. We
were entirely bombed out and therefore one
is thankful for every gift. I am alone with
my little daughter, and we are dependent on
the help of good people. However, we do
not want to complain, for the Father in
Heaven will show us the right way each day.
Today when one is forsaken by man, the
love of God gives us the only strength to
live."

